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A Message from the DBA Programme Team 

 

 
 

With another year of the Dubai Business Associate programme wrapped up, we are 

delighted to share the second DBA Alumni newsletter with you: a chance for us to look 

ÂÁÃË ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔÓ, share news of reunions and events, and look ahead 

to Year 6, which will commence in September. 

In the debut edition of the newsletter, James wrote about the strength of the DBA alumni 

network . We are happy to hear of alumni reunions and connections made in cities around 

the world. The Year 5 associates who graduated from the programme last month will 

surely benefit from joining such an active and well-connected group. 

In April, at a recruitment event hosted by the Shenzhen Foundation for International 

Exchange and Cooperation (SFIEC), a panel of DBA alumni shared their thoughts, 

experience, and memories of being associates on the programme with prospective 

applicants. 

Year 4 alumna Jingsi Wu (Orange) shared, Ȱ4his journey also made me realize how 

storytelling matters - it's not enough that you're doing something, you also need to 

spread the words to engage more people and let them join your endeavoursȢȱ 

We hope to use the newsletter to do just that ɀ spread the word, engage all of you, and 

connect one another with great endeavours. Following the newsletter, we are sharing 

the updated alumni list with you. As always, we encourage you to connect with one 

another and keep in touch. 

Yours sincerely, 

James, Colm, and Laura 
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Alumni Whereabouts  

Including the Year 5 associates, there are now 151 DBA alumni . While the Year 5 associates settle 

themselves into new locations and roles, we have mapped where Year 1-4 alumni are currently 

residing in 13 countries/3 2 cities around the world: 

 

China: Beijing, Guangzhou, Hainan, Hong Kong, Hangzhou, Hunan Province, Qingdao, 

Shanghai, Shenzhen 

 

France: Paris                     Germany: Berlin, Munich 

 

Kazakhstan: Almaty, Astana         Kenya: Nairobi 

 

Netherlands: Arnhem                          New Zealand: Auckland 

 

Russia: Moscow, Saint Petersburg    Singapore 

 

Switzerland: Geneva      UAE: Dubai                                       

 

UK: Cambridge, London 

 

USA: Baltimore, Chicago, Madison, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, San Francisco, Washington 

DC 

We encourage you to reach out to your fellow alumni if you are visiting or moving to any of the 

cities above. Please see the alumni list (appendix) for LinkedIn contact information. 
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DBA Alumni Reunions  

Falcon will  host alumni reunions when the DBA Team travels and we are very happy to know 

about your own meetups around the world.  

 

 

 

Y4 Alumni Reunion in London: November 2018  

(L-R: Caitlin, Altynnur, James, Angus) 

 

 

 

 

Alumni Reunion in Beijing : April  2019 

(L-R: Cathy [Y4], Shelly [Y4], Carmen [Y2], Hongkai [Y3], James, Nicholas [Y4])  
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Celebrating *ÏÒÉÓȭ Birthday  in Shanghai: April  2019 

(L-R: Austin [Y3], Carmen [Y2], Orange [Y4], James, Lin [Y2], Hang [Y1], Michael [Y2], Joris [Y2], 

Belinda [Y4], James [Y3], Brooke [Y3] 

 

Alumni Reunion in Cambridge: April 2019  

(L-R: Aikerim [Y3], Steve [Y4]) 



DBA Alumni Newsletter 
Q3/201 9 
 

6 
 

 

Visiting Hang [Y1] at Google in Shanghai: April 2019  

(L-R: Hang [Y1], James, Carmen [Y2]) 

 

Visiting Ming [Y1] at the China Academy of Science in Shenzhen: April 2019  

(L-R: Ming [Y1], James, Carmen [Y2]) 
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Alumni Reunion in Shanghai: May 2019 

(L-R: Hang [Y1], Joris [Y2], Kiteny, Melody [Y3], Austin [Y3]) 

 

Alumni Reunion in Shanghai: June 2019 

Bingo! All 5 years in 1 photo!  

(L-R: Shelton [Y4], Lin [Y5], James, Hang [Y1], Michael [Y2], Brooke [Y3], Lin [Y2], Xiaoming [Y5]) 
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Alumni Reunion in Washington, D.C.: July 2019 

(L-R: Hua Lang (Lina) ɀ Y4, Edward White ɀ Y2) 

 

 

Alumni Reunion in Berlin: Ju ly  2019  

(L-R: Caitlin [Y4], Annie [Y4], James, Tanya [Y2], Lane [Y4]) 
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Alumni Reunion at Dubai FDI Roadshow in Shanghai: July 2019 

(L-R: Shelton [Y4], Xiaoming [Y5], Lin [Y5], James, Michael [Y2])  
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Year 5 Consulting Projects  

This year, 10 consulting teams delivered 10 unique and impactful projects for our partners. In 

June, each team delivered their final presentation: 

 

Dubai Real Estate Institute: 5 Year Strategic Plan 

 

 

Dubai Health Authority and Emirates Airline: Attracting Chinese Medical Tourists to Dubai 
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Department of Economic Development: Developing a Data Platform for Retail and 
Wholesale Sector in Dubai ɀ presentation at Smart Dubai to Director General H.E. Dr. Aisha Bin 

Bishr 

 

Expo 2020: University Offering and Engagement 

*Winner: Outstanding Project Award 
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DP World Expo Legacy Project: Innovation-Entrepreneurship-Education Hub 

 

dnata: Waste Reduction Strategy for Emirates Airline Flights 
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Falcon: Community Engagement Strategy for NCAA Basketball Series 

 

Museum of the Future: Partnership & Sponsorship Programme 
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Expo 2020: China Niche Segments Visitor Strategy 

 

 

Dubai Duty Free: Preparing for the NEXTGEN Duty Free 
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Year 5 Graduation  

On 18th June 2019, 37 associates crossed the stage at Emirates Group Headquarters as they 

graduated from the DBA programme.  

 

              

2018 -2019 Award Winners  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Falcon Award ɀ Yamama Alnuaimi              Faculty Award ɀ Francesco Diegoli 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Fellow Award ɀ Mahrukh Shahid       Erin Langlands Award ɀ Matthew Bauer 
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Outstanding Project Award ɀ Expo 2020: University Offering and Engagement 

     Ameirah Al Shaer, Francesco Diegoli, Jodi Cullity, Sana Rahi 

 

Recipients of the Consulting Badge 

Amani Alhammadi   Mohamed Fayez  Suphasak Udomkichdecha 

Ameirah Al Shaer   Nasim Najib   Wenxin Shen 

Mahrukh Shahid   Nazerke Aibar 

 

We wish the Year 5 cohort the very best in their endeavours as some settle in Dubai, some return 

to their home countries, and others move on to new challenges in new places.  

 

Iftar at the Bin Shabibs ȭ 6ÉÌÌÁ 

The Bin Shabibs continue to be great friends to the DBA programme, and many an evening were 

spent at their wonderful fireplace gatherings. 



DBA Alumni Newsletter 
Q3/201 9 
 

17 
 

 

Rehearsing for Graduation  

 

Ice Cream Before Dinner to Beat the Heat  
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Evening on the Creek Before a Farewell Dinner  

 

 

Farewell Dinner with Nasif  
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Farewell Dinner with Nasif  

After sharing a goodbye meal, everyone shared how their perceptions of Dubai had changed since 

the beginning of the programme. 

 

 

Associates Prepare to Share Their Year -End Reflections  at the Final Falcon Sunday 
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Year 6 Recruitment  

We are very fortunate to have powerful partners in China allowing us access to the best 

universities in the country to recruit tÁÌÅÎÔȢ 4ÈÅ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ 

Foreign Countries (CPAFFC) also kindly hosts the final interviews for Chinese candidates.  

Some highlights from recruiting for Year 6: 

 

Nicholas (Y4), Carmen (Y2), and James at PKU, Beijing 

 

Carmen (Y2), and James at Renmin University  
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Carmen [Y2], Fang [Y3], Ms. Duan, James, and Hongkai [Y3] at CPAFFC 

 

Final Interviews with CPAFFC Deputy Director, Mr. Leo Ji , and Ms. Duan 
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Banquet Lunch with CPAFFC 

 

Recruiting at Schwarzman Scholars, Tsinghua University  
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The Shenzhen Foundation for International Exchange and Cooperation (SFIEC) is our other 

principal recruitment partner for DBA in China. In April, SFIEC kindly hosted a live webinar info 

session, featuring a panel of DBA alumni. Note that 80,000+ live-streamed worldwide. 

 

Live Web Info Session: April 2019  

(L-R: James, Carmen [Y2], Shuangshuang [Y4], Ming [Y1], Mia [Y3], Diya [Y4], Orange [Y4])  

 

 

ȰBefore I joined DBA, I had zero knowledge of Dubai 

and only had a blurred impression of the Middle 

East region, that is biased and manipulated under 

the influence of mainstream media. It's actually a 

completely different and fascinating experience 

when you live there.ȱ ɀ Mia [Y3] 

Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ ÁÌÓÏ ÍÁÄÅ ÍÅ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÈÏ× ÓÔÏÒÙÔÅÌÌÉÎÇ 

matters - it's not enough that you're doing 

something, you also need to spread the words to 

engage more people and let them join your 

ÅÎÄÅÁÖÏÕÒÓȢȱ ɀ Orange [Y4]  

ȰMy world view changed completely - you can start 

your own company, meet the ambassadors of a 

country, all is possible in Dubai if you're active 

enough.ȱ ɀ Carmen [Y2]  
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James and SFIEC Executive Secretary General  Mr. Cao Cong listening to the DBA Alumni 

Panel during the Live Web Info Session : April 2019  

 

Live Web Info Session: April 2019  

DBA Panel, SFIEC hosts, and audience members pose together following the info session. 
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Visit to China National Gene Bank: April 2019  

(L-R: James, Jeremy Cao (GM at BGIȟ #ÈÉÎÁȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ $.! ÈÅÁÌÔÈÃÁÒÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙ), Carmen [Y2]) 

 

Shenzhen ɀ June 2019  

(L-R: Chairman Wang Shi, James, Tim Feng ɀ #ÈÁÉÒÍÁÎȭÓ !ÄÖÉÓÏÒ) 

Chairman Wang Shi, in many ways, is $"!ȭÓ ÇÏÄÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ China. 
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James and James [Y4] in Oxford 

 

Austin [Y4], James, Steve [Y4], James [Y4] in Cambridge 
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Angus [Y4] and James at LSE 

 

 

James and Angus [Y4] at LSE 
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Annual meeting of all Chinese Student Society Presidents in Guangzhou. They represent the 

elite of the 1.5 M Chinese students studying abroad. James and Fangzhou (Y3) invited to 

participate and present DBA.  

 

Fangzhou [Y3] and James in Guangzhou ɀ July 2019 
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After successful recruitment trips and many 

interviews, the cohort for Year 6 has been 

finalized. Associates representing fourteen 

nationalities will begin the programme on Sunday, 

1st September 2019. As we begin another year of 

DBA, we appreciate your efforts to connect with 

the new associates and support them on their 

journey. If you will be in Dubai in September, let 

us know ɀ perhaps you can attend the Opening 

Ceremony! 

 

 

Pictured: Xiaoming [Y5], Mengci [Y5], James, and 

Liwang [incoming Y6] in Shenzhen, July 2019 
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Alumni Updates  

We are pleased to share updates from our alumni in this newsletter. Keep in touch with your 

updates for future newsletters. 

 

Congratulations to Madi Aldabergenov [Y3]! Madi won the DEWA Internal Excellence Award 

2018, presented to him by H.E. Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer, MD and CEO of DEWA, and Marwan 

Bin Haidar, Executive Vice President ɀ Innovation & the Future. We are delighted that Madi was 

recognized for his hard work and wish him all the best as he pursues ÈÉÓ -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÁÔ 

Yenching Academy of Peking University. 

 

 

Yanming [Y1], CEO of Shenzhen Youreka Technology Co., developing inventions and registering 

patents at Chinese Academy of Science in Shenzhen. She just won 3rd prize in a China-US Maker 

Competition  ɀ congratulations! 
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DBA Y5 alumni did not take much time to rest after finishing the programme. Mengci Wang and 

Xiaoming Yang, for example, are hard at work on a summer project for the Shenzhen Foundation 

of International Exchange and Cooperation (SFIEC). Pictured on left: Diya [Y4], James, Mengci 

[Y5], and Mia [Y3]. Pictured on right, outside Shenzhen City Hall: Ting Liang and Ryan Zhou 

(Foreign Affairs Office of Shenzhen Municipal 0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ Government), James, Mengci [Y5], 

Xiaoming [Y5]  

 

Xiaoming [Y5], Mengci [Y5], James, and Dr. Noah Raford 

The project is examining links between Dubai and Shenzhen. The team met with Dr. Noah to 

discuss innovation and exchange between both cities. 


